Characterization of cDNA clones encoding ribonucleoprotein antigens expressed in Trypanosoma cruzi amastigotes.
Sera from patients with Chagas' disease were used to screen a Trypanosoma cruzi amastigote cDNA library. Characterization of 50 positive clones showed that 21 (42%) encode previously identified T. cruzi ribosomal and flagellar proteins, heat-shock proteins or proteins with repetitive motifs. Twenty-nine clones (58%) correspond to nine genes not previously described in T. cruzi. Three cDNAs, encoding novel repetitive antigens with homology to ribosomal proteins and to other RNA binding proteins, were further characterized. Patient humoral responses against the recombinant proteins encoded by these cDNAs were evaluated in anticipation that they may constitute potential new targets for serodiagnostic assays.